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                                Marilyn Lopes—Extension Specialist, Family Life Education 
                                   Cape Cod Extension University of Massachusetts 
 
Children are growing up in exciting times. We live in a diverse world. Just think about the different 
languages people speak. Think about the many ways people fix their hair. Listen to the variety of 
music styles and instruments. It is isn't necessary to travel to another state or country to 
find differences. Diversity is all around us. It is as close as the nearest TV, magazine, home, 
school, or store. 
 
To live joyful, interesting lives and to be at peace with each other, people must appreciate each 
other's differences, as well as their similarities. Children are learning to do this today in family day 
care, their own homes, and everywhere they go! 
 
Communities are more multicultural. Many family day care providers care for children with diverse 
backgrounds. As a result, we are getting to know more about other ethnic groups and cultures. 
 
In some family day care programs, all of the children are from the same ethnic or racial group. If 
your community is not very diverse, you have an additional responsibility to the children in your 
care. They will soon be going to school with people from other backgrounds. Right from the start, 
it is important for you to make opportunities for them to celebrate diversity. 
 
At first, children will notice differences among themselves. You should help them appreciate how 
wonderful it is that Rhonda has curly, black hair and that Amy has long, brown hair. 
 
As they grow, they will begin to understand the greater diversity that exists in the world. This is the 
beginning of a multicultural, anti-bias curriculum. 
 
A multicultural approach to working with young children is based on appreciating many human 
differences. The obvious ones include culture, race, occupation, income level, age, gender, relig-
ion, sexual orientation, and physical ability and disability. 
 
Sometimes it is easier to get a handle on an idea when you know what it isn't as well as what it is. 
An anti-bias multicultural approach is NOT: 
 
- Reading a book about Chanukah each December 
- Cooking tortillas for lunch during Mexican week 
- Taking a field trip to the Chinese New Year parade 
- A lesson once in a while on not hurting each other 
- Making maracas for the musical instrument collection 
- Covering the children's eyes so they can feel what it is like to have their vision impaired. 
 
Activities such as these can be valuable if they are just some of the ways your program appreci-
ates individual differences. If anti-bias, multicultural activities are scattered about the year or are 
seen as a quick way to get in some multiculture, they can be harmful. Children may not under-
stand how the ideas connect to their lives. Diversity should be celebrated daily in varying ways. 

Reprinted with permission from the National Network for Child Care - NNCC.  (1993). Celebrate diver-
sity! In M. Lopes (Ed.) CareGiver News (July, p.3). Amherst, MA: Univ. of MA Cooperative Extension.  

                               CELEBRATE DIVERSITY 

We all live with the objective of being happy, our lives are all different and yet the same.                         
~Anne Frank 



~Workshop and Training Information~~Workshop and Training Information~~Workshop and Training Information~~Workshop and Training Information~    

Workshops sponsored by HMCC-CCR&R serving:  

Delaware, Fayette, Hancock, Henry, Madison, Randolph, Rush, Shelby, Union and Wayne Counties                                    

 

Safe Sleeping Practices & Reducing the Risk of SIDS in Child Care 
 

A required training for all licensed homes and homes receiving Child Care Development 
Fund (CCDF) Vouchers.  All current home licensees and homes currently certified for 
CCDF vouchers must complete Safe Sleep Practices Training by September 30, 2006. 

 

 

In this interactive training we will share national safe sleep standards for reducing the risk of  Sudden Infant 

Death Syndrome (SIDS) and accidental death in child care.  Risk reduction information, educational materi-

als and resources will be shared with caregivers.  Come and learn the latest in statistics,  information and 

research to keep our babies safe in Indiana child care.  

 

 

 

 
This training was developed to meet Public Law 162-2005 requirements for  

licensed home child care providers and home providers receiving CCDF Vouchers.   
This training is coordinated and managed by the Indiana Association for Child Care  

Resource & Referral through collaborative efforts with the FSSA - Bureau of Child Care.  
 

September Sessions 

September 12, 2006  

6:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Chamber of Commerce— 

501 N Harrison ST Shelbyville 

September 14, 2006  

6:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Anderson Public Library— 

111 E 12th ST Anderson 

September 26, 2006  

6:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

HMCC-CCR&R— 

2000 N Elgin ST Muncie 

OR OR 

R.S.V.P. by calling HMCC-CCR&R at 

1-800-554-9331 or (765) 284-0887  

October 17, 2006  

6:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Hancock Memorial Hospital— 

801 N State St. in Greenfield 

(Classroom 1) 

October 26, 2006  

6:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Huffer Children’s Center - 

2000 N Elgin St. in Muncie 

October Sessions 

OR 



Delaware, Fayette, Hancock, Henry, Madison, Randolph, Rush, Shelby, Union and Wayne Counties                                          

~Workshop and Training Information~~Workshop and Training Information~~Workshop and Training Information~~Workshop and Training Information~    

Welcoming All Children—Including Children with Special Needs 101 

Presenter:  Dana Sinclair—Inclusion Specialist 

All children learn best in an environment which appreciates their unique strengths and assists them with 

their individual challenges.  Come and learn what an inclusive environment is and how everyone benefits. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        
RSVP by October 17, 2006 by calling 1-800-554-9331 

October 18, 2006 

6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

Hancock Memorial Hospital— 

801 N State St. in Greenfield 

(Classroom 3) 

Children with Autism 
Presenter:  Dana Sinclair—Inclusion Specialist 

Come to this training and learn the basics of autism; what it is defined as, and tips for including a child  

with autism in your classroom.  Get the opportunity to learn from, and ask questions of, child care  

providers and parents who have personal experiences with autism spectrum disorders. 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

RSVP by September 15, 2006  

by calling HMCC-CCR&R at:   

  

1-800-554-9331 
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September 16, 2006 

 

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

Pendleton Christian Church— 

1170 S Pendleton Avenue  in Pendleton 

CPR/First Aid & Universal  Precautions Trainings: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

     CPR/FA Together—$50.00      CPR Only—$35.00     First Aid Only—$30.00 

  CPR is from 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.           First Aid is from 1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.  

       All trainings are held at HMCC-Child Care Resource & Referral—2000 N. Elgin St. in Muncie. 
There MUST be 10 people registered for the training to occur.  Payment must be made in advance to re-
serve your slot.  If a training is cancelled due to lack of enrollment, all money will be promptly refunded. 

If you register and pay for a slot and do not attend for any reason a refund WILL NOT be issued. 
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• September 30, 2006   

 

•  October 28, 2006                                          

 

• November 18, 2006 

 

• December 16, 2006 

• January 27, 2007 

 

• March 17, 2007 

 

• June 16, 2007 

 

• August 18, 2007 



Orientation Training –1 (O.T. 1) 
 

• September 6, 2006—2:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. in Rushville 

• September 14, 2006—6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. in Winchester 

• October 3, 2006—2:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. in Shelbyville 

 

              
 Orientation Training—2 (O.T. 2) 

(required session to open a licensed family child care home) 
   *Must have completed O.T. 1 to attend an O.T. 2 training* 

 
 

• Sept. 20, 2006—5:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. in New Castle 

• Sept. 27, 2006—1:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. in Connersville 

• October 10, 2006—1:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. in Greenfield 

 
 

To register for orientation training sessions call HMCC-CCR&R at (765) 284-0887 or 1-800-554-9331. Those interested in opening 
a registered ministry or licensed child care center will complete their 2nd orientation training session at the Government Center 
in Indianapolis.  Second session training information is available online at: www.childcarefinder.in.gov. (Click become a provider) 

Persons interested in opening a Licensed Home must call HMCC-CCR&R to register for their 2nd orientation training session. 

Orientation Training Session 1 is now required for 

all persons interested in opening a licensed home, 

licensed center or registered ministry program. 

~Inclusion Article and Orientation Training Information~~Inclusion Article and Orientation Training Information~~Inclusion Article and Orientation Training Information~~Inclusion Article and Orientation Training Information~    

From the desk of Dana Sinclair ~ Inclusion Specialist 
 

Autism, What Is It? 

 In the past autism was a broad term used to identify a variety of disorders with similar characteristics.  These disorders are now found 

under the term Pervasive Developmental Disorders (PDD) also known as Autism Spectrum Disorders.  Some of the more common types 

of PDD are Autism, Asperger Syndrome, and Pervasive Developmental Disorder Not Otherwise Specified (PDD-NOS).  These disorders 

are characterized by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These characteristics will be seen in a variety of forms and in varying degrees from mild to severe.  Children with PDD vary widely in 

their abilities, intelligence and behavior.  The characteristics of PDD disorders are very individualized to each child/person with the disor-

der.  For more information about Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders call to register for the Children with Autism workshop 

(see workshop information on previous page  for more information) occurring September 16, 2006 in Pendleton.  Additional information 

is available through the Autism National Committee via the web at:  http://www.autcom.org ; Autism Society of America via the web at:   

http://www.autism-society.org or by calling:  1-800-328-8476;  or the Institute for the Study of Developmental Disabilities, Indiana Re-

source Center for Autism via e mail to: prattc@isdd.isdd.indiana.edu  or by calling:  (812) 855-6508.  

 

References: 

Inclusion Resources for Early Childhood Professionals, Quick Notes, Volume II, NICHCY handout 

 

Autism Spectrum Disorders, Pervasive Developmental Disorders, National Institute of Mental Health 

•
 

Communication problems (using and understanding language) 

 

•
 

Difficulty relating to people, objects and events 

 

•
 

Difficulty with changes in routine or familiar surroundings 

 

•
 

Repetitive body  movements or behavior patterns 



Network/Support Group Network/Support Group Network/Support Group Network/Support Group     

Date:  September 18, 2006 from at 6:00 p.m. 

Place:  Patty Cake—915 W 4th St in Greenfield 

Call:   Kristina at (317) 894-8026 to RSVP 

Topic:  Brainstorming for future mtgs. Bring your ideas! 

Date:   October 16, 2006 from 7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Place:  To be decided at September meeting. 

Topic: To be decided at September meeting. 

Indianapolis Area Chapter 
(Includes Hancock & Shelby Counties) 

Meeting information: 

Contact Lisa Hildebrand at: 
(317) 271-5615 regarding meeting information. 

Meetings are held in the IAEYC Conference Rm.— 
 4755 Kingsway Drive in Indianapolis. 

ECCEYC Area Chapter 

(Includes Madison & Delaware Counties) 

  Meeting information: 

September 21—Gateway-2001 Ashbourne Rd. in Anderson 

For more info. call Sheila at (765) 284-4869 

Upcoming “Provider Appreciation” Event— 

November 4, 2006 at Ivy Tech.  More info. coming soon! 

Champions for Children Chapter 
(Includes Henry & Rush Counties) 

Meeting information: 
  

September 12, 2006 at 6:00 p.m.  

ICAP Office—615 W SR 38 New Castle—Conf. Rm. 

 

For information call Mary Ellen Brausa at (765) 529-4403 

           Whitewater Valley Chapter 
           (Includes Randolph & Wayne Counties) 

“Make It, Take It” Workshop! 

October 19, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. 

ABC Preschool—109 Mattie Harris in Centerville 

 Call Terri Redmond at (765) 855-1513 or  

(765) 855-3498 for more information. 

Henry County ICAP Office will be open every 1st & 4th  

Tuesday from 5-7 p.m. for Henry County child care providers to  

utilize resource materials.  Call John or Imajean at:  (765) 593-2500  

Do you need funding for education or accreditation? 

Call IAEYC at 1-877-6547-7577 for more information. 

Date:   September 21, 2006 from 7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Place:  HMCC-CCR&R—2000 N Elgin in Muncie  

Call:    (765) 284-0887 to R.S.V.P. by Sept. 14, 2006 

Topic: Food, Fun, Friends & Flip Flops—Watch for flier!!! 

Eastern Indiana Chapter 
(Includes Fayette & Union Counties) 

Contact Ginny Foster at (765) 825-8662 for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:  October 19, 2006 from at 6:00 p.m. 

Place:  Patty Cake—915 W 4th St. in Greenfield 

Call:   Kristina at (317) 894-8026  

Topic: To be decided at September meeting 

 

For meeting information for  

October call  Erin at (765) 935-1479. 

 

IAEYC Affiliate InformationIAEYC Affiliate InformationIAEYC Affiliate InformationIAEYC Affiliate Information    

Congratulations to:   

Nancy Carpenter owner/operator of  Tots & Toys Licensed FCC Home & 

Benita Carpenter owner and operator of  Tots & Toys 2 Licensed FCC Home 

 for acquiring their Child Development Associate (CDA)!   

Date:   September 19, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.—7:45 p.m. 

Place:  ELC Gymnasium—315 NW 3rd ST in Richmond 

Call:    (765) 966-6080 to R.S.V.P. 

Topic:  Healthy Habits—Birth to Five 

Date:  September 19, 2006 from at 6:30 p.m. 

Place:  Joyce Conyers’ FCC Home— 

3285 S Klipsch Dr. in New Castle 

Call:   Holly at (765) 332-2320 to RSVP 

Date:  October 17, 2006 from at 6:30 p.m. 

Place:  Joyce Conyers’ FCC Home— 

3285 S Klipsch Dr. in New Castle 

Call:   Holly at (765) 332-2320 to RSVP 

Ball State University Early Childhood Conference—Together We Shine 

October 7, 2006 from 8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. (workshops begin at 9:00 a.m.) 

L.A. Pittenger Student Center Muncie, IN (Corner of University and McKinley) 

For more information contact Dr. Pat Clark at:  pclark@bsu.edu or call (765) 285-8571  

Visit: www.bsu.edu/elementaryeducation on the web for workshop descriptions 
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2000 North Elgin Street 
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284-0887       1-800-554-9331 
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Happy Autumn! 

Character Counts! Week—October 15-21, 2006 
Character Counts! week, the third week of every October, is a powerful way to build community around en-

during common values.  The purpose of the Character Counts! Coalition is to fortify the lives of America’s 

young people with consensus ethical values called the “Six Pillars of Character.”  These values, which tran-
scend divisions of race, creed, politics, gender and wealth are:  trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fair-
ness, caring, and citizenship.  It just makes sense to teach young people positive values in the classroom, 

living room and beyond.  We want to be surrounded by good people, people we can trust to make decisions 

according to principle rather than expediency.  After all, what are coaching, child rearing and education sup-

posed to be about?  Developing good people, who can live healthy, happy lives of purpose—or just clever 

people who can pass a ball or a test?  The commitment of adults to be models of character and spend time 

with young people can make a difference.  Character education sets up objective criteria of virtue and en-

courages young people to adopt them as ground rules for life.   

 
For more information and free teaching tools on character education visit:  www.charactercounts.org  
or call the Josephson Institute of Ethics and Character Counts! National Office at:  1-800-711-2670 

Who’s Who in Your Child Care Resource & Referral Agency— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very happy to be here working for you, please call our office at 1-800-554-9331  
or (765) 284-0887 with any needs you may have, we would be happy to help! 

• Executive Director—Carrie Bale 

• Program Manager—Christina Lynn-Wright 

• Provider Eligibility Standards Coordinator (PES) - Liane Strahan 

• Inclusion Specialist/Mentors As Partners Coordinator—Dana Sinclair 

• Better Baby Care/Infant & Toddler Specialist—Molly O. Horn 

• Education Coordinator—Tory Masters 

• Referral Specialists—Michelle Friend and Missy Nelson 


